of Khalifa All (656-661 A.D.) and the
murderous attack on Muawiya in 661 A.D.
by the Kharijites; but Father Lammens
has a different view on the subject. He
thinks that the muqsura was a kind of
private closet for the sovereign in the
mosque, which during the time of the
Abbasides was used by the Imam for
delivering Khutba and other sermons.
Anyway it is certain that the muqsura
originated at Damascus and was built
by the order of Muawiya. Besides the
main mihrab, this mosque had two more,
the mihrab of the Hanafis being built
in 1082 A.D. for the sake of symmetry.
There are many interesting speculations
concerning the origin of the mihrab.
Havell observes that it was derived from
the niches of the Buddhist temples, while
Rivoira vehemently disagrees with him
for he is convinced that it was derived
from an apse of a church. But I feel
that it was the form of hands at the time
of Dua (prayer) that first gave the idea of
the mihrab.
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